Weiss Center Activities

The activities offered at the M. Jerry Weiss Center are designed to help students recognize and appreciate quality literature.  They are used after students are introduced to literature offered in the Center.
adapted from:

Hart, M. 101 Ways to Love a Book. 2005. Westminster, CA: Teacher Created Resources, Inc.

Witmer, L. Instant Reading Response Activities. 2002. New York: Scholastic.
Bookmark

Materials:

· Bookmark sheet

· markers, crayons or colored pencils 

· pencil

· scissors

· hole punch

· 10” piece of yarn or ribbon

Steps:

1. On the front of the bookmark, draw a picture that represents a good book.

2. On the back, fill in the information about what makes a good book.

3. Cut out the front and back of the bookmark.

4. Glue the front of the bookmark the back of the bookmark.

5. Punch a hole through the circle at the top of the bookmark.

6. Thread the yarn through the hole and tie a knot.

Front                                                                                                    Back

	
	
	Name________________________
Steps for Selecting a Good Book

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Likes/Dislikes

Materials:

· Likes/Dislikes sheet

· pencil

· crayons, markers, or colored pencils

Steps:

1. Write two things you like in a book.

2. Draw a picture of each.

3. Write two things you dislike in a book.

4. Draw a picture of each.

Name________________________________________________________________________
Likes/Dislikes

	I like___________________________________

_______________________________________
	I like_________________________________

_____________________________________

	I dislike________________________________

______________________________________
	I dislike_______________________________

_____________________________________


Make a Web

Materials:

· Make a Web sheet

· pencil

· crayons, markers, or colored pencils

Steps:

1. In the middle of the web, write your favorite book topic or genre.
2. On each of the five lines, write a reason this is your favorite book topic or genre.

3. Draw a picture for each.

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Make a Web


Book Award
You are going to create a new book award.  Your award is to be for a particular genre of literature.

Materials:

· Book Award sheet

· Markers, crayons or colored pencils 
· Pen
· Scissors
Directions: 

Everything will be included on the Book Award.
1. Think about what kind of award you want to give.  Here are some examples:
· best characters

· best story

· best illustrations

· best ending

· best description

· best information

3. At the top, write the kind of award you are giving.

4. Write why a book deserves the award

5. In the center, draw a picture that represents the award.
6. Color and cut out the award.
Name_______________________________________________________________________



Character’s Hall of Fame

Yearbooks often include a Hall of Fame – several pages telling which student was voted the most intelligent, honest, kind, humorous, etc.  You will create a Hall of Fame for your favorite type of character.
Materials:

· Plain white paper

· Pen

· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

Directions:

1. Draw a picture of your favorite type of character.

2. Label your favorite type of character’s claim to fame.”  Is your favorite type of character heroic, attractive, generous, evil, or something else?
3. On the back of write two or three sentences explaining why this is your favorite type of character.
Letter to an Author

Many authors love to get letters from their readers, telling them what people liked best about their books.  You will write a letter to any author explaining what you look for when you select a book..
Materials:

· Plain white writing paper
· Pen

· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils
Directions:

1. Write a draft of your letter to an author.  You might include the following in the letter:

· your favorite type of character or scene,

· a description of what you want to learned from books,

· information about yourself ( age, grade, interests, etc.) and what you want to relate to as you read.
2. Decorate or draw a border around your letter that matches  your favorite book theme.
Character Bag

You are going to think about what makes characters interesting characters.  You will draw and cut out your drawing that will help other readers understand what makes a character interesting..

Materials:

· Plain paper bag

· Pen

· Pencil

· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils 

· 4X6 index cards

Directions:

1. Think of what makes a character interesting.  
2. Think of items that make a character interesting. 
3. Create at least five items that represent interesting character to put in a “Character  Bag”.
4. Before you put the items in a bag, decorate the bag so it shows what makes an interesting character.  Don’t forget to include your name. 
5. 6.   Place the items in your decorated bag.

7.
On the index cards, write an explanation of why these items represent interesting characters.
8. Place the index cards in the bag with the items.

Slam Poem

Poetry slams feature poets reading their work in an energetic performance, and then receiving Olympic-style judging from a panel, to which an audience responds.  Before you select this project, verify with your teacher or caregiver that you can schedule a time to perform your poem for your family or class.

Materials:

· Pen

· Paper for writing

Directions:

1. Write a performance poem based on what makes a good book.  Use exciting language and imagery.

2. Schedule a time to perform your poem when you return home or to the classroom.
3. Perform your poem during your scheduled time.
Wanted Posters

The police use wanted posters to help them locate criminals.  You can find these posters in the post office, in the courthouse, and, of course, in the police station.  You will create a wanted poster for good a book.  You will decide whether your poster will be for a fiction book or a nonfiction book.
Materials:

· Two  pieces of paper for your poster
· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

Directions:
Fiction

1. Before creating your posters identify what will be on the poster.

· Identify important characteristics of a good fiction book.  

· Identify information to be included (i.e. plot, characters, setting, problem/solution).

· Decide why this is the type of book you would want to read.

2. Using poster paper, create the “Wanted” poster for the book.  

· Indicate why this type of book is “wanted”.

· Draw a picture to illustrate what you would find in a good fiction book.
· Write an accurate description of a good fiction book below the picture.  Include the following information:

· Plot
• Setting 
• Characters
• Problem/Solution
3. On the back of your poster include your name and date.
Nonfiction

4. Before creating your posters identify what will be on the poster.

· Identify important characteristics of a good nonfiction book.  

· Identify information to be included (i.e. topic, text features, graphics).

· Decide why this is the type of book you would want to read.

5. Using poster paper, create the “Wanted” poster for the book.  

· Indicate why this type of book is “wanted”.

· Draw a picture to illustrate what you would find in a good nonfiction book.

· Write an accurate description of a good nonfiction book below the picture.  Include the following information:

· Topic
• Text Features
• Graphics

6. On the back of your poster include your name and date.

Book Recipe

What makes a good book?  Is it the plot? Is it the characters?  Is it the theme?  You will write a recipe for a good book.  You will describe what makes a good plot.  You will describe what makes good characters and setting.  
Materials:
· Recipe Card sheet

· Pen

Directions:

1. Using the ingredients listed on the recipe card; write a recipe for a good book.

2. Begin with the plot.  Describe what makes a good plot.

3. Mix in characters.  Describe what makes good characters.

4. Sprinkle with excitement.  Describe unique, exciting characteristics of a good book.

5. Fold in your opinion.  Explain what makes a book enjoyable.


Award:





Award:











Book Recipe


 From the recipe file of: _______________________________________________________________________________________________


   (Your Name)





Recipe for__________________________________________________________________________ y______________________________


                                                                                                              (Book Title)                                                                                                                                                                                               (Author)





Ingredients:


1 cup of plot                                                    2 Tablespoons of excitement


2 teaspoons of characters                             ½ Cup of opinion  





Preparation:


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________     








